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Mr. Torgerson,

The Vision stick is a valuable tool for the port operations at International Falls in the cargo and passenger environments. If I had to rate on how it works for us, I would give it an excellent. The following lists examples of the applications for which we have and do utilize the vision stick:

Passenger Processing:

      - When Recreational Vehicles (RV)s arrive the port, the vision stick allows visual access to the top where officers would otherwise have need of a ladder.

Trade Processing:

      - In the rail environment the Vision Stick is excellent for peering over or into containers/railcars/trailers on flats/ saving time from setting off the tracks for offload and/or stripping cargo to get a visual in a distant area.

      - Also in the rail environment we are able to send the Vision Stick into structural holds of hoppers and spine cars - often where stowaways ride - and get a clear picture of anomalies detected by VACIS prior to entering. This ensures Officer Safety.

      - And a few the scenarios in rail include placing it over high gondolas to see objects inside/ into hoppers to see into the darker areas with the Vision Sticks lighting ability, and of course to see the tops  of any railcar that would otherwise have need of a ladder.

      - In the truck environment the Vision Stick is excellent for peering over or into the loads, saving time from devanning cargo to get a visual of distant areas.

      - It is also used to see into hoppers and other similar trailers of semis that have containment holds.

      - And just as in passenger and rail, it enables an Officer to quickly view the tops of trailers and tractors without the use of ladders and other equipment.

Safety:

      - The Vision Stick allows safe working conditions in many ways; these include but are not limited to, accessing containment structures that may not be able to provide access or exit for Officers, examining objects at heights that could pose falling dangers, and accessing blind spots or areas that cannot be viewed by the open eye - with its light and extension features.

At International Falls-Ranier MN POE we have 2 Vision Sticks, one for rail and then one at our truck and passenger bridge for both environments. These sticks are used on a routine basis and have aided in thousands of exams.

>From a CBP Officers opinion, procurement of these items was a very good

decision by CBP.

Philip Dow

